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experience of men spread over some twenty-three years. How
easy it is to picture her telling Disraeli solemnly with the gravest
expression in her beautiful eyes, and secret giggles, that she liked
silent melancholy men, and Disraeli, in his vanity commenting:
"I have no doubt of it 1"

Surely the Lord delivered him into her hand that day!
On June yth, 1832, the royal assent was given to the Reform
Bill, and Disraeli travelled from London to High Wycombe in
order to canvass the electors for the forthcoming election. He
was still vague as to his political party. In a recent political
work he had written: "I am neither Whig nor Tory. My
politics are described by one word, and that word is England/'
A young politician could hardly have taken his stand on a plat-
form more vague, for what Party would deny that it stood for
England amongst other things? Finally he contested Wycombe
as a Radical, declaring that Toryism was worn out and he could
not condescend to be a Whig. This, in the founder of the
Conservative Party, the descendant of the Tories, seems even
more remarkable than for Gladstone, subsequently a great
Liberal statesman, to stand in the first place for Newark at the
invitation of the Tory Duke of Newcastle.

Disraeli's opponent was a Colonel Grey, afterwards, when
General Grey, to become famous as Queen Victoria's private
secretary. In that capacity he was called upon, years later, to
give his views as to the advisability of making Mary Anne a
peeress in her own right, a step her husband, when Prime
Minister, had begged Queen Victoria to take.

Colonel Grey, a simple soldier, made a very poor speech to
the^ electors, but Disraeli fulfilled Mary Anne's confidence in his
political future by standing, the perfect dandjr, on the porch of
the "Red Lion," at Wycombe, beside the lion itself, and making
a magnificent speech.

Pointing to the head of the lion he announced: "When the
poll is declared I shall be there/' and then, pointing to the tail of
the hon, "but my opponent will be there," Unfortunately his
prophecy turned out to be inaccurate, for Colonel Grey was
returned by a majority of eight votes.

After this defeat Disraeli retired to Bradenham accompanied
by Bulwer. A general election would occur shortly, and the
-constituency needed to be nursed, Disraeli's main theme was
the betterment of the people. He produced a marvellous piece
of rhetoric featuring: -The farmer in doubt, the shipowner in
despair, our merchants without trade, and our manufacturers